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MISSIONARY. 


BRIEF VIEW OF MISSIONS 
Sq MapeR Tue pinectioy or THE AMERICAN BOARD. 
[Continued from p. 610.] 
NORTH AMERICAN INDIANS. 
ARKANSAS CHEROKEES. 

Begun in 1820: three stations, two mission- 
aries, and four male and nine female assistants. 

This mission, since ite removal with the In- 
dians, according to a treaty evtered into with 
the United States in 1828, embraces one princi- 
pal station, at whieh age the male and female 
boarding schools; and two smaller stations with 
schools for their respective neighborhoods, sup- 
ported chiefly by the Cherokees themselves. 

Wich™, on the west side of the Salisa, a nor- 
thern branch of the Arkansas, twelve miles from 
its moutii, and thirty miles east of Port Gibson ; 
commenced in March 1829. 

Cephas Washburn, Missionary: James Orr, 
Farmer and Superintendent of Secular Concerns: 
Jacob Uitceheock, Steward : Asa Hitcheock, 
Teacher: with their wives: Miss Ellen Stetson 
aad) Miss Cynthia Thrall, Teachers: Mrs. Fin- 
ney. 

Fairrietp, about twenty miles north west of 
Dwight. Mareus Palmer, Missionary and Phy 
sician: Mrs, Palmer. 

Forks or Ivuinors, twenty miles north of 
Dwight. Samuel Newton, Teacher and Cute- 
chist: Mrs. Newton. 

The buildings at the new stations are about 
completed, and the schools and all the other 
departments of missionary labor are in succezs- 
ful operation. 

Preaching and Church. Public worship is sta- 
tedly held at each station on the Sabbath, with 
occasional meetings at other times, and Mr. 
Washburn spends much of his time in Visiting 
and preaching to the Indians in their villages. 
The congregations have been respectable and 
steadily increasing. Much seriousness has pre- 
vailed, a considerable number have been hope- 
fully converted, including 4 or 5 girls in the 
school, and 12 or 14 have been propounded for 
admission to the church. J 

Schools, The boarding schools at Dwight 
contain 64 pupils, half girls, and many appli- 
cants have been refused. The school at Fair- 





field contains 16 or 18; and that at the Forks of 
the Illinois about 30. 
taught at each station. 
ale and female temperance societies have 
been organized and joined by considerable num- 


Sabbath schools are 


ants, 
| 


| 


OSAGES. 


Begun in 1820; four stations, four missiona- 
ries, and eight male and eleven female assist- 


Uxiox. William F. Vaill, Missionary and Su- 
perintendent: William B. Montgomery, Mis- 
sionary: George L. Weed, Physician and Slew- 
ard: Abraham Redfield, Teacher and Mechan- 
ic? with their wives. 

Stephen Van Rensselear, formerly a member 
of the Foreign Mission School, resides at this 
station, Le sustains a good character and is 
highly useful as an interpreter. 

Horeririp, thirty miles north of Union. 
Williams C. Requa, Catechist and Farmer: 
George Requa, Farmer: with their wives. 

Bouptxot, ninety miles north of Union. .Na- 
thaniel B. Dodge, Missionary: Mrs. Dodge. 

Harmoxy. Amasa Jones, Missionary and 
Teacher: Daniel H. Austin, Mechanic and Stew- 
ard: Samuel B. Bright, Farmer: with their 
wives ; Richard Colby, Mechanic: John Austin, 
Teather : Miss Mary Etris. 

Preaching, Religious meetings are held at 
each of the stations on the Sabbath, and at 
Harmony and Union the children of the school 
and the mission fimilics assemble once or twice 
during each week for prayer and religious in- 
straction. At Union four, two Creeks, members 
of the school, and two Alrican laborers have 
heen admitted to the church. Mr. Dodge preach- 
esto the people of a large Osage town near 
him, on the Sabbath and at other times. Last 








bers, and do much good. 


spring the missionaries visited all the Osage vil- 


| lages snd preached the gospel to hundreds who 


! Some manifested a 
deep igierest in tie subject. 

Creeks. Ats-ut 2,500 6r 2,800 are settled 20 
miles from Union, who are staiedly visited and 
instructed by the mission2ties. A church was 
organized among them in Scotember of last 
year, erobracing thirty members, twenty-five of 
whom were baptised. Since that time sixteen 
have been added, fifieen of them at one time, in 
April; making forty-six in all. Their religious 
experience seems to be of a remarkably decided 
character, and their conduct exemplary. 

Schools. Fifty-seven_children aod youth are 
assembled in the school at Union, all of whom 
are boarded iu the mission family ;. twenty-five 
Creeks, sixteeti Cherokees, and thirteen Osa- 
ges. Thirty-one are boys, and twenty-three 
girls, Three are young men well advanced in 
their studies, aud promising fair for usefulness. 
A Sabbath sehool, long kept up at this station, 
and an infant school, are productive of good. 


never hear! it before. 
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The whole nu of learners received into 
the school at Union, since its establishment, is 
134. Some leave it, from year to year, much 
improved. The schoot at Harmony contains 
thirty-nine Ipfdiam children of both sexes. 
Most,of the boys are quite young. ‘The pupils 
haye-never Made go good progress, or appeared 
sol welFig any former year. Here is a Sabbath 
scligobalso. During the year ending last De- 
cember, the girls manufactured 155 yards of 
cloth, which was used in the mission fumily. 

State of the people. ‘The mass of the Osages 
appear to be making no advancement ; but the 
settlers at Hopefield are steadily improving in 
their habits and character, and are providing 
for themsélves a comfortable subsistence. 


STOCKBRIDGE INDIANS NEAR GREEN BAY. 


Begun in 1827 ; one station, one missionary, 
and one male and one female assistant. 

Cutting Marsh, Missionary : Jedediah D. Ste- 
vens, Teacher: Mrs. Stevens. 

There are about 300 of these Indians, settled 
in two villages. They are agriculturalists, gen- 
erally industrious, and live comfortably. ‘The 
Menominies belonging in that vicinity are esti- 
mated at about 4000; who are debased and mis- 
erable. The missionaries have little access to 
them. 

Preaching and pastoral labor. 


Brief View of Missions. ° 


Besides regn- | 


(Marca. 


MACKINAW MISSION, 


Begun in 1823: one station, 
ries, three male and eleven fe’ 

William M, Ferry, Mi: 
tendent ; Mrs. Ferry: Wii 
sionary: Elisha “Loomis, 
mis: Martin Heydenburk, 
denburk: Abel D. Newton, 
Eunice Osmar, Miss Elizabeth M" Miss 
Delia Cook, Miss Hannah Goodale, Matil- 
da Hotchkiss, Miss Betsey Taylor, Miss Sabri. 
na Stevens, and Miss Percis Skinner, Teachers” 
and Assistants. +s 

Preaching, Church, &c. There has been, da-, 
ring the past year, public worship with preach- 
ing two or three times on the Sabbath, with the 
regular exercises of the Sabbath school, and 
oue or two meetings for prayer and conference, 
or preaching, during the week. A part of the’ 
time a meeting bas been held on the Sabbath 
inthe Fort. Six were received into the ehurch 
in January, which now contains about 60 mem- 
bers. Much serious attention to the means of 
grace has prevailed through the year. 

A course of lectures was delivered by Mr. 
Ferry, last winter, on the doctrines and practi- 
cesof the papal church, which were listened to 
by a full and solemn congregation. 

Schools. The number of pupils in the schools 
during the year has not been mentioned ; but it 





| 


. . or . 
lar public worship twice on the Sabbath, which | js supposed to be about 130 of both sexes. The 
is attended by nearly all the people who are a- | several classes were lately examined in reading, 
ble to attend, there are two or three other meet- | writing, arithmetic, geography, and ancient end 


ings each week, which are also well attended 
and highly interesting. 


In Deeember the church embraced forty- | 


three members, of whom fifteen were men. ) 
Ten persons, mostly young, were proposed as 
candidates for the church in July. The mem- 
bers of the church are thought to give as satis- 
factory evidence of piety, as the members of 
evangelical churches generally in the white set- 
tlements. 

Schools. There are in the settlement sixty- 
eight children between the ages of five and 
twenty ; fifty-two of whom were last winter 
enrolled in the school under Mr. Stevens, The 
common attendance was thirty-five or forty. 
Thirty of them could read in the New Testa- 
ment; and some of the higher classes we, 
considerably advanced in writing, * —y 
knowledge of geography and 
the summer the schoo] 
and contained ale: 
ly all are full }’ 





arithre 


- weue. In 
as tannt by a native, 
tora 1y-five pupils. Near- 
» tage 
About ~AXtV nildren and youth, with some 
adults, “rend the Sabbath school and bible 
clr es, where much good appears to be effected. 

A school was taught in the upper settlement 
three evenings in a week, last winter, bya na- 
tive. 

Various notices. The temperance society now 
embraces about eighty members, including all 
the men and women of influence. The rules 
of this society are very rigorously enforced by 
a committee of vigilance. 

Another society for missionary and other be- 
nevolent purposes has been formed, and many 
have joined it, and are much interested in its ob- 
jects. 


ut. twer 


modern history, in the presence of many eit. 
zens aud traders, and acquitted themselves boa. 
orabiy. 

_ Other notices. A juvenile benevolent Society, 
formed among the youth of the schoo) and vil- 
lage, contributed, during the year ending in Jan- 
vary, $125; which is appropriated to missiona- 
ry purposes, 

An auxiliary to the board has been organized 
among the gentlemen residing at Meckinaw 
and in the vicinity, and those ep“ aged in the 
fur trade of the interior. 

Os RWAYS, 

Begun in ‘un. . Lig 
one 2005; one station, one missionary, 

af tl© “nd two female assistants. 

WAGDALEN IsLanp, on the south west shore 
of Lake Superior. Sherman Hall, Missionary ; 
Mrs. Hall; Frederic Ayer, Teacher ; Mrs. Cawp- 
bell, lnterpreter. 

Ii was thought expedient that Mr. Boutwell, 
who is destined to this mission, should remain 
a year at Mackinaw. Mr. Ayer commenced 
this mission, and opened a small school in the 
autumn of 1830. The other members of the 
mission family entered on their labors the last 
fall. 


INDIANS IN OHIO. 


Begun in 1822; one station, one missionary, 
and one male and three female assistants. 

Maumer. Isaac Van Tassel, Missionary; 
Mrs. Van Tassel: Sidney E. Brewster, Farmer; 
Mrs. Brewster: Miss Hannah Riggs, Teacher. 

During the last year, Mr. Van Tassel bas 
spent more of his time than usual among the 
| Indians, and bas found in the attention of the 


‘ 
\ 
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Indians t¢ his instructions, considerable encour- 


10 contained about 20 pupils 
at the station. 
recently been induced to 
} and are expected to remove 
p ippi river. 
-. *(To be concluded.) 


WESDEYAN SOUTH SEA MISSIONS. 
Extracts from the journal of Mr. Thompson 
relating to the commencement of the mission in 


the Habai Islands. 

January 30, 1831.—We rose early this morn- 
ing and hasted on board the canoe, bade our 
friends farewell and bore away for Lifuka. 
The Havai islands are very numerous. There 
are about eighteen inhabited. All are under 
the government of one man, named Taufaahau; 
and he resides at Lifuka, to which we are bound. 
At eleven o’clock we came in sight of the 
place of our destination, and at twelve got safe 
to land ; numbers were on the beach to see us, 
and many manifested great joy. The Chief's 
brother, who had been to fetch us, conducted 
us to the place where the King was seated 
waiting to receive us, in company with several 
of his Chiefs. The Chief welcomed us there, 
seemed pleased, but did not say much. Sever- 
al others thanked the Chief’s brother for hav- 
ing brought us. The Chief was glad we had 
come, but had been long expecting us; so that 
he had become anxious, thinking perhaps we 
should not come. 

After a short time spent in conversation, we 
were conducted to a native house, which had 
been the residence of a Chief who, afew weeks 
ago, left the island rather than stop and see his 
gods so much neglected and insulted by the 
Chief and his people, who have turned to the 
true God, 

Fes. 2.—Early this morning I met the males 
in the large house, in order to commence teach- 
ing. About one hundred and ten were pres- 
ent. These were adults principally. I chose 
ten to assist me in teaching, all of whom knew 
the alphabet. 

3d.—Towards evening I was requested to vis- 
ita young Chief, who was ill, named Foone; 
but before I could go, (as Mrs. Thomas was not 
returned from the school,) a man, whose name 
is Lube, came from the young Chief. He is a 
Matabule, and is living with the sick Chief. He 
said he was come to tell me about his friend 
who was ill, and to hasten me to see him, lest 
he should die. He then gave me the following 
account of himseif and the sick Chief both of 
whom belong to the Navou island. He said, 
“We heard of the lotu, or worship of God, 
and we thought it good, but we did not know; 
but we wanted to follow it, or know if it was 
e Our Chief was angry with us, and or- 

ered us to give over praying ; but we told him 
we would not give over. The consequence was 
we had to leave our houses, lands, wives, and 
friends; and we preferred this to giving over 
praying to Jehovah. The King of the Habais, 
who is a relation tothe King of Vavou, was 


not angry at our praying ; so we continued with 


Wesleyan South Sea Missions. 
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him. Some months ago,” said he, “we were 
opposed here, but we would fot give over lotu, 
or prayer; but we were resolved, that, if we 
could not pray here, we would go to Tonga 
About this time the King of Vavou sent for us 
to return, and he would give our wives, houses, 
and lands, &c But we told him, if he would 
allow us to pray to Jehovah at his land, we 
would go; but if not, we would not go, as we 
preferred a life of poverty where we could pray 
to God, to our wives, houses, and Jands without 
God: so,” said he, “we have continued to 
pray; and now it is well you have come to this 
land.” 

4th.—The King attended the school this 
morning, in common with his people, all of 
whom seem very desirous to be taught. 

12th.—The King brought me four Tonga gods 
to day. ‘These he told me were worshipped by 
the people but a little while ago. The houses 
which were once dedicated to these idols are 
vow inhabited by those that worshipped them ; 
and they are now sanctified by the word of the 
living God, and by prayer. Thus the Lord is 
fulfilling his own word. The idols are cast to 
the moles and to the bats, and his own name is 
exalted, 

Sunday, 2ist.—1 learn that a part of Taufa 
Tuinomuka’s family began to-day to worship 
God; also that a Chief from one part of Uiha 
(a small island near us) has turned to the Lord. 

Sunday, March 7th.—About five hundred were 
present this morning at the worship, most of 
whom were serious. 

Before | dismissed the people in the after- 
noon, our Chief sent to know whether it would 
be proper for hin to address his people before 
they lett the house. I senthim word it would. 
The Chief then warned his people against vio- 
lating the Sabbath by going to the beach to look 
at the Vavou fleet which had just attived. He 
exhorted them to attend to the word of God, 
and not to be afraid of his ignorant relations 
who were come. He blamed them, he said, for 
coming on the Sabbath; and he ordered that 
no provision should be made for them to-day, 
and thatthey should be told to wait until after 
the Sabbath, it being wrong to kill pigs, and bake 
yams, &c. on the Lord’s day. 

8th.—1 went down after school this morning, 
to meet the King of Vatou and his people, who 
were now on shore. 

In the course of the day several meetings 
took place, and Satan employed his best instru- 
ments and most powerful arguments to move 
our Chief from his new religion: One old Chief 
who is considered the father of our Chiefs, made 
use of some of the most powerful arguments in 
order to draw him from God, telling him that 
he liad no love for his own relations ; and know- 
ing that our. Chief had many wives, he asked 
him, “ Canst thou give up thy wives? and wilt 
thou not go to others?” These things the Chief 
felt most keenly, as the advice of the old Chief 
is in general attended to; but hé continued 
firm, and did not enter the field of controversy, 
but remained in perfect silence. He allowed 
them to say what they chose, but made them 
no answer. After one of these meetings, and 
before another came on, I went to him, to en- 
courage him, and to know his mind. He told 
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me that he was greatly pressed; that they all 
set on him, but he would not give up. Blessed 
be the Lord, who, I trust, will enable him to be 
steadfast. I took every opportunity of conver- 
sing with all I could upon the good canse 3 and 
while at a cava party, composed of our Chief 
and some Tonga or Habai people, who have 
lately come from the Fiji islands, I was much 
pleased to hear of the proceedings of a Tonga 
Chief named Lajiki, who is from Nukualota, 
and is at the Fiji place, getting a canoe built. 
He has told the people of that part of our God; 
and some have believed. Some of the men 
who have lately arrived from that island did 
not believe what he said ; but now, having heard 


what I have to say, they see he was right. and | 
seem almost, if not altogether, persuaded to | 
IThave hopes of some of | 


cleave to the truth. 


Letter from Mr. Wolff. 


[ Marcu. 


will find that wherever the Armenians get 
more free they become worse, but they com- 
plain now in Russia as well as théy did in Tur- 
key. From Erzeroom I went so Uteh-Kelesea, 
an ancient Armenian convent, whefe King Pir- 
tat, King of Armenia, was i 1526 years 
ago, by Gregorios Lavsarvoriabeite Bret Parris 
arch of the Armenian nation. Thence I went 
to Bayazed. ‘The pious missionary Zaremba, 
distributed books there one year ago. I wrote 
from Bayazed to the British Envoy of Tebreez, 
giving to him a statement of my bad health, 
On my arrival at Khoy, I stopped there three 
days, and conversed with the Persians. Jn the 
mean while a Takhtruan arrived from Tebreez, 





and a servant of Dr. M’Neille, and brought me 
safely to Tebreez, where, by God's grace, I 
soon recovered, | preached every day in the 


them, and rejoice that the Lord is making way | embassy, and went last week to town, and took 
for his servants, even at the Fiji islands. 


LETTER FROM MR. WOLFF. 

The. following extract of a letter from the 
Rev. Joseph Wolff, dated Tebreez, August 2. 
1831, has been forwarded to us by the Rev. Mr. 
Brewer of Smyrna. It will be seen that this 
eccentric man is now on his way to Tartary 
and the borders of India, for the avowed pur- 
pose of propagating Chiistianity, and that 
the Persian government, notwithstanding their 
knowledge of his intentions, grant him all the 
aid in their power. There seems to be an in- 
fidelity amang the rulers of Mabomedan Persia 
in the East, similar to that which prevails 


lsheer, Tiflis ancl Shoshe. 


among the rulers of Catholic France in the 


West.—.M. Y. Observer. 


received by 3 


I set out to-day for Bokhara and Cabul, to! 


proclaim the Gospel of peace to the ten tribes 
who are at Bokhara, Mr. Campbell, the Brit- 
ish Envoy, has procured me letters from the 


King of Persia for his Majesty at Bokhara, and | 


below I] annex a letter which I received from 
his Excellency Ktosroa Khau, Chief Eunuch 
and Minister to the King of Persia. I preach- 


ed every Sunday in the embassy, but we lived | 


out of town in tents on account of the plague, 
which is now raging not only at Tebreez, but 
all along the read to Teheran, which Iam now 
obliged to make on my way to Bokhara, I 
have had a very difficult journey from Angora 
to Tebreez. But you wili have learnt. that the 
Lord granted to me to preach the Gospel at 
Angora, the ancient Galatia. 
should go there and circulate the word of God 
among the Armenians and Greeks. From An- 


ime the sincerest pleasure. 


;a good quantity of Persian, Armenian and He- 
lbrew books, which were sent to him six years 
ago from India toPersia, after Thad left Persia, 
| Thus by God’s grace L have made the journey 
ifrom Maltato Egypt, Atralia, Butiur, Kintaga 
Proosa, Constautinople, Angora, ‘Tokat, Karis- 
sar, Gurnush-Kane, Trebisond, Erzeroom, Ba- 
yazed and Khoy, every where proclaiming the 
jiove of Jesus Christ, and his glorious coming 
the second time, and having been seven years 
at Orsa, Merdeen, Mosul, Bagdad, Bosra, Bu- 
L have now travers- 
ed Armenia in its length and breadth, and I 
saw. alas! that neither the Armenians nor the 
Greeks have to boast against the Jews; they 
are as deeply, and more deeply fallen from the 
truth of the Gospel of our dear Saviour the 
Lord Jesus Clirist. 

The fullowing is a translation of the fetter 
ly, Wolff in Persia from his Ex- 
celleney Khosroe-Khan, Chief Eunuch and 
Minister to the Shah of Persia. 

“ My considerate and hind fiend, the English Dr. Joseph 

Wolf: 

“The letter, the messenger of friendship, 
which in remembrance of your friend you had 
written, reached me at a favorite time, and ina 
lappy hour, and gave me intelligence of the 
wellure of my friend. As for some years in 
Persia there have been symptoms of disease, 
and as] had no intelligence from you where 
you might be, the receipt of your letter gives 
Thank God that 


your episile promises at no great distance of 


ltime the blessing of a meeting. 


I think that you! 


“Regarding your journey to Bokhara and 
your desire that I should write to my friends, 
this is a small request. You cannot doubt but 


gora L went to Tokat, where [ conversed with | that Land my friends will consider your step 


the Jews and Armenians. 


Thence | went to | as fortunate, and that in fulfilling the duties of 


Gurnush-Kane, the ancient Khaldeas, where | friendship, they will act without reluctance or 


I lodged in the house of the Armenian Bishop, | reserve. 


According to your desire, at this time 


who would be ready to turn Protestant if you} when we were despatching a messenger, we 
would give him a wife; and thence 1 went to! have written an intimation to each of our friends 
Trebisond. Near Trebisond are two villages, | on this subject, that stage by stage, they should 
}send their agents with you tll they shall have 


One inhabited by Armenians who have aposta 


tized to Mahomedanisin, and the other by, conveyed you to Bokhara. 


Greeks apostatized to Mahomedanism. From 
ry’ ° . 
Trebisond I went to Erzeroom, whence all the 


God willing, after 
your arrival at the capital T shall send a man 
to convey you to Simnan, and thence his royal 


Armenians, as well as from the lithe towns | highvess Babaan Meerza will forward you to 


around it, have emigrated for Russia. You 


Bustan, and thence his royal highness Ismael 
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Meerza Ti 
Khan, the 


ein, and thence Mahomed Tueky 
overnor of that place, stage by 
stage, tll ape conveyed to the Holy Me- 
sheed. If froiw the holy city you should desire 
to go direct fo Bokliara, [ have written a letter 
to his excellency, Meerzy A-<keree, that he may 
send you with merchants and a caravan, 80 
that you shall reach Bokhara in safety, and if 
you shouk! wish to go to Kelaat, a letter has 

a written to Gallungtoosh Khan, the Gov- 
ernor of that place, that he will send you with 
Turkmans to Bokhara. 

* Please God afier your arrival in the capital, 
(Teheran) matiers will be arranged in whatever 
manner may be most agreeable to you ; of this 
you may rest satisfied. May you always con- 
vey to us pleasing intelligence of yourself. 

“P. S. There is a Merchant who will go 
directly from Teheran to Bokhara, who is now 
at Kashan, but before you can arrive here at 
Teheran, he also will have come from Kashan, 
and hie will be at your service to convey you to | 
Bokhara. These are the alternatives that offer, | 
and when we meet, whichever you may adopt, 
arrangements shall be made accordingly. 

(Signed) Kuosnoa Katmez.” 


So far the letter of Khosroa, whem I had 
known seven years age, and to whom I stated | 
in my last letter distinetly, that Twas going to 
Bokhara for the purpose of proclaiming Jesus 
Christ and Wim crucified. 








MISCELLANEOUS. 
TUE RIVER OF DEATIL. 


From the London Observer. 


Thadbeen spending the evening with a val- 
ued friend, discussing, with more animation, | 
fear, than profit, three new miracles, for whieh 
he was vouchiag, when the hour of family pray- 
er summoned us to higher thoughts and more 
holy feelings; and our last remarks at parting 
were, | hope, such as we should not have la- 
mented indulging in had we been on the very 
verge of heaven. Indeed, we were notin idea 
far off from that blessed region; for we had 
been speaking of David, who neither on earth 
nor there had any whom he loved in coniparison 
of God; and of saint Paul, who when the time of 
his departure was at hand, was realy to be of- 
fered ; and of saints and martyrs in more re- 
centages; and lastly of Bunyan’s seraphie pie- 
ture of the passage of his Pilgrim over the riv- 
erto the gates of the celestial city. * * * 

As my friend bade me adieu at night, he smil- 
ed, and said, * Well, we shall know these things 
better when we have crossed the river.” “ We 
shall see and know,” I replied, “ even as we are 
seen and known.” “ Yes,” said he playfully, 
“and you will then leave behind you your incre- 
dulity.” “ And you, it may be,” replied 1,“ your 
modern miracles.” Thus ended our discourse ; 
but the subject dwelt on my mind as I retired 
to rest, and the impression it left may perhaps 
account for the following dream. 

I thought I stood on the margin of the river 
of death, as described by Bunyan, and saw be- 
fore me, on the distant heights, on the other 
side, the heavenly city. Martin’s enchanting 
picture in Southey’s Pilgrim’s Progress presen- 





The River of Death. 
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ted itself to my eye in my sleep, and lovely was 
the prospect that extended before me. 

But soon my attention was drawn to the nu- 
merous travellers who approached the stream; 
some crossing it willingly, nay, joyfully ; oth- 
ers, alas! forced into it with reluctant struggles, 
“driven away in their wickedness, and without 
hope in their death.” Some of this class I gaz- 
ed at till they came to the gute of the eity, 
where I saw them turn pale and tremble, as 
they read in letters of fire the awful sentence 
thatexcluded them from its felicities. “ With- 
outsare dogs, sorcerers, and whorcmongers, 
and murderers, and idolaters, and whosoever 
loveth and maketh a lie.” I shuddered as 1 be- 
held the vast multitudes thus shut out, and saw 
them with weeping, wailing, and gnashing of 
teeth, turn to the left hand, where quickly they 
were lost from my sight in the lake that burn- 
eth with fire and brimstone. It is not my pur- 
pose to depict these wretched groups, which, 
alas! comprised more than those who seemed 
verbally to be included in the above deseription; 
and to consist of all, however high sounding 


| their clauns, who had not on that wedding robe 
| which is the righteousness of the saints. 


I 
turned my eyes from them, that I might con- 
template the blessed spectacle of those who 
were entering through the gates into the city ; 
and se entranced was I with the glorious pros- 
pect, that for atime F could only think of their 
joys, nud try to echo ata distance a few feeble 
notes of the song of victory which resounded 


' from their lips. 


Bat after a while I began to make more par- 
ticular observations on the travellers and the 
country. Lremarked «ll along, on both sides of 
the road, and on the banks of the river, a varie- 
ty of heaps or hillocks, of whieh T did not at 
first understand the nature. At length howev- 
er, as TE looked more narrowly, I saw that they 
were caused by the pilgrims, who, asthey pass- 
ed along on their journey, doffed one and anoth- 
er incumbrance, till at length they had less and 
less as they advanced, except the wedding gar- 
ment, Which none of them threw away; no, 
noteven inthe river, where they often made 
the last struggle to keep a few articles which 
they peculiarly valued and had hitherto firmly 
retained, but which they were always glad to 
relinquish before they arrived on the other side. 
The margin of the stream, as I said, was cov- 
ered with these little heaps, as the road had been 
before. 

I observed that there were some of the lar- 
ger hillocks, especially early on the journey, 
which none of the pilgrims passed without de- 
positing on them some burden or superfluity. 
These hea»s, being common to all, I shall not 
particularly describe ; but it will be easily un- 
derstood that the better knowledge a traveller 
obtained of the heavenly city, and the warmer 
his aspirations after it, the more ready was he 
to cast away whatever he learned would be in- 
admissable within its walls. Every known sin, 
imperfection, and infirmity, most gladly did he, 
when in his right mind, try to get rid of; but, it 
was only gradually that he obtained knowledge 
and resolution for this purpose ; so that it often 
happened that a little further on the road a pil- 
grim was seen to divest himself of what just 
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before he had carefully cherished ; and even on 
the borders of the stream itself, some travellers 
could not be persuaded to give up all but their 
wedding garment. * bd ° 
But what, as I said, struck me chiefly, was an 
accumulation of these heaps--some of them 
no little ones—on the very margin of the stream 
itself, nay, floating on its mid waves. For I ob- 
served that jit often happened that a traveller, 
after he divested himself of his more obvious 
incumbrances, had ignorantly or obstinately re- 
tained to the last moment some favorite article, 
which he fondly fancied would not be excluded 
as contraband on the other side of the stream. 
These articles were not, indeed, like those first 
thrown off, so heavy as to inevitably sink him 
in the billows, or to cause him to be rejected at 
the gate of the city as a thief and g robber ; but 
they were stil] of a style and fabric wholly un- 
suitable for adinission into a land of perfection. 
I examined several of these heaps, and was al- 
most inclined to smile at the singularity of their 
contents. “What,” said I to a pilgrim who 
happened to approach, “are yonder standings 
and wavedrifis that so thickly line the margin 
of the river?” “They are” said be, “the fail- 
ings, oddities, overstatements, and peculiarities 
of good men. See how tightly some of the 
travellers button them up to the last—but look 
there they go one after another—not a vestige 
you see, reaches the opposite shore.—Mark 
on sedate pilgrim.” “ Yes,” eaid I, “1 know 
im well; he is a beloved friend of mine; a 
Quaker I am sorry to say, but } doubt not he is 
baptized with the Hcly Ghost, and spiritually, 


though not literally, with sacramental purifica- 
tion.” “The same,” replied my companion; 
“but see! he intended, I have no doubt, to car- 
ry his broad brim across the stream with him ; 
but it will not do—no, there it floats, and has 
drifted away to yonder enormous heaps of cas- 
socks, mitres, crucifixes, and Methodist bon- 


nets.” How will yonder divine, thought I, get 
over with that enormous heap of sermons? He 
is, 1 well know, a sincere servant of Christ, a 
man anxious for the glory of God and the souls 
of his flock ; but with what strange and novel 
notions does he interlard his discourses! Lock! 
there is a whole bundle afloat! he has discov- 
ered here and there one, much water-soakeil 
and torn; but scarcely a trace of others is left, 
except the text and doxvlogy. But, happily, he 
himself is safe, and he has entered the city, 
and little heeds he now the trifles which he has 
left floating on the current! David, I doubt 
not, carried over his harp, for it was already at- 
tuned to the melodies of heaven; and St. Paul 
his * books and parchments,” for they were of 
Divine inspiration; but he lost his thorn in the 
flesh, as he long before had resigned his pha- 
risaism, and whatever else was contrary to the 
name of Jesus of Nazareth. A zealous anti- 
peedobaptist, I remarked, had oddly enough 
procured a portable adult font; and an ac- 
quaintance of mine, an ultra high Churchman, 
whose name ! shall not mention, an enormous 
model of a steeple; but they were both glad to 
let them go when mid way in the river, and to 
lay hold of the same plank, and get over safely 
together. What heaps of theological contro- 
versy were there scattered all along the shore! 


The River of Death. 








[Marcu. 


I saw Mr. Fletcher land arm in arm with Mr, 
Hervey, and Mr. Wesley with Mr. Toplady; 
buta fine confusion of mutual.rubbish they all 
left behind them; still what they rescued in 
common was of inestimable value. Fenelon 
had intended to get over a few consecrated wa- 
fers and hallowed relics; they were but light, 
he thought, of flotage; but he was glad at 
length to get over himself without them, and 
get over he did, and had a joyful seat assigned 
him; but his wafers and relics drifted far away 
down the stream. A somewhat erratic friend 
of mine made sure footing on thut blissful shore; 
and happy was | to see him arrive there, though 
almost destitute, except of that wedding gar- 
ment, which, amidst many alarming struggles, 
I trusted he had never relinquished ; but, alas! 
what a medley did he leave bebind him of “ora- 
tions,” and “homilies,” aud multiform books of 
quaint deyice and perilous concoction! 1 ob- 
served that some writings, Which I had thought 
would have done very well to go over entire, 
had lost many leaves; among them [ noticed 
even Hooker's Polity, and Luther on the Gala- 
tians. The Bibles which had floated over had 
all parted from their Apocryphas; and the 
Prayer-books from their Companions to the al- 
tar, though various pages of the latter were re- 
coverable. 

Many of the heaps were nearly decayed, so 
that Lcould scarcely discern their contents ;~ 
some perhaps from age, such as pilgrim’s shoes, 
and anchorites’ wallets, which have not been 
used except in the church of Rome, since the 
dark ages; but others had perished premature- 
ly, from natural intrinsic decay, being nearly 
new, yet moully. One of the most recent 
heaps was a pile of prophetic speculations, as 
Absalom’s barrow ; but I believe it looked lar- 
ger than it was, being much tumified, though of 
little weight. Zealonsly and conscientiously 
did some of the pilgrims, and true pilgrims too, 
struggle to hold it together; but it was too un- 
wieldy in mass, and separately, much of it was 
lighter than the froth and straws floating on the 
river; so that I apprehended very little of it was 
landed. 

It was truly delightful to hear the good men 
who arrived safely over, conversing together 
in brotherly mood, as each had now forgotten 
his former peculiarities and failings, and one 
cominon topic engrossed all voices. When 
Watts and Doddridge began a sacred chorus, I 
expected to hear some friends of mine protest 
against joining them, as they had worked their 
way to heaven illegitimately, not being enti- 
tled to covenant mercies: but so it was that all 
parties took up the strain, nothing reluctant, 
and the hosannah went round in full diapason 
of heavenly harmony.—Bishop Hooper, I ob- 
served, had not on his sacerdotal robes, Cran- 
mer had not on his; so that they made a very 
good picture together. In short I perceived, 
that as long as there existed none of the causes 
of disqualification which were written on the 
gate, or elsewhere in the heavenly records, 
there wanted nothing but the waters of the riv- 
er to wash off incumbrances, and bring all to 
uniformity of thought and feeling ; so that each 
forsook his whimsies as heartily as he had be- 
fore forsaken his sins. And then, when these 
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exuvie had been sloughed off, how free, how 

ceful did the glorified spirit appear clothed 
n the royal robes of investiture of its new ce- 
lestial city. . ; . 

As I was intently gazing on these things, 1) 
saw approach the friend with whom I had | 
spent the evening, with his three miracles buck- 
led in a new satchel on his back. Tightly did | 
he grasp them, and gaily did he plunge in with | 
them strapped on his shoulders; but [ observed / 
that they soon burst the bag by their own vola- 
tility, and ascended to the clouds, lighter than | 
air balloons. I was about to exclaim, not very 
good naturedly, “Be thankful my friend that 
you have escaped yourself, and that from these | 
fancies you have not been permitted to glide to 
worse,” when it became my own turn to pass 
over; and large, far larger than I had ever 
thought of, was the load which I had to throw 
off; far larger I am sure, than that of my belov- 
ed friend. As I threw off the whole and plung- 
ed in, the shock awoke me. 


TEMPE RA NC! ae 
From the Boston Recorder. 
THE TRAFFIC IN ARDENT SPIRIT. 


Is the traffic in ardent spirit consistent with 
the Christian religion ? and can the man who} 
understands its nature and effects, and yet for 
the sake of money, continue to be engaged in 
it have scriptural evidence himself, aud exhibit 
it to others, that he is a good man ? 

What is this traffic? 

1. Ic is the selling of that, without the use of 
which, nearly all the business of this world was 
condnctéd, ull within less than three hundred 
years; and which of course is not needful, 

2. It is the selling of that which was not gen- 
erally used by the people of this country, for 
more than a hundred years after the country 
was setiled: and which by hundreds of thou- 
sands, and some in all kinds of lawful business, 
is not used now. Once they did use, and thought 
it needful, or useful. But by experiment, the 
best evidence in the world, they have found that 
they were mistaken ; and that the) are in all 
respects better without it. And the cases are 
so numerous as to make it certain, that should 
the experiment be fairly made, this would be 
the case withall. Of course, it is not use/ul. 

3. It is the selling of that which isa real, a 
subtle, and very destructive poison ; a poison, 
which by men in health cannot be taken, with- | 
out deranging bealthy action, and inducing 
more or less disease, both of body and mind; | 
and which is when taken in any quantity, posi- 
tively hurtful; aud is, of course forbidden by 
the word of God. 

4. Icis the selling of that, which tends to form 
an unnatural, and a very dangerous and destruc- 
tive appetite; which, by gratification, like the 
desire of sinning in the man whosins, tends 
continually to increase ; and which thus expo- 
ses all who form it, to come to a premature 
grave. 

5. It is the selling of that, which causes a 
great portion of all the pauperis in our land; 
and thus for the benefit of a few (those who 
sell) brings an enormous tax on the whole com- 
munity. Is this fair? Is itjust? Is it not ex- 
posing our children and youth to become drunk- 
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ards? And is it not inflieting great evils on 
society. 

6. Iris the selling of that, which excites to a 
great portion of all the crimes that are commit- 
ted; and which is thus shown, to be in its effects 
hostile to the moral government of God, aud to 
the social, civil and religious interests of men ; 
at war with their highest good, both for this life 
and the life to come. And can the man who 
knows these things, and yet, for the sake of mo- 
ney, and because he believes that he can obtain 
a little more than be could by any other em- 
ployment, will continue to be engaged in pro- 


|} ducing these results, have seriptural evidence 


himself, or exhibit it to others, that he is a good 
man? Can he, while he does this, show that he 
ceases to do evil, and is ready to sacrifice that 
which is known to be destructive to his fellow 
men? If not, how can he show that he is a 
good man ? 

7. It is the selling of that, the sale and use 
of which, if continued, will form intemperate 
appetites, which if formed will be gratified ; 
and thus will perpetuate intemperance, and all 
its abominations, tothe end of the world, 

8. It is the selling of that which makes wives 
widows, and children orphans; which leads 
husbands often to murder their wives, and wives 
their husbands; parents to murder their ehil- 
dren, and chillren to murder their parents; 
and which prepares maltiiudes for the prison, 
for the gallows, and for hell, 

9. It is the selling of that which greatly in- 
creases the amount and severity of sickness; 
which in many cases destroys reason; which 
causes a great portion of all the sudden deaths; 
and brings down multitudes who were never 
intoxicated, and never condemned to suffer the 
penalty of the civil law, to an untimely grave. 

10. It is the selling of that which tends to 
lessen the health, the reason, and the useful- 
ness, to diminish the comfort and shorten the 
lives of all who habitually use it. 

1}. It is the selling of that which darkens 
the understanding, sears the conscience, pol- 
lntes the affections, and debases all the powers 
of man. 

12. It is the selling of that which weakens 
the power of motives to do right, and increases 
the power of motives to do wrong; and is thus 
shown to be in its effects hostile to the moral 
government of God, as well as to the temporal 
and eternal interest of men; which excites 
men to rebel against him, and to injure and de- 
strey one another. And no man can sell it 
without exerting an influence which tends to 
hinder the reign of the Lord Jesus Christ over 
the minds and hearts of men. The tendency 
of this poison, whether men take little or much 
of it, isto make them feel, as Christ hates, rich 
(spiritually) and increased in goods, and in need 
of nothing ; and to prevent their feeling es sin- 
ful men must feel to buy of Christ, according to 
his direction, gold tried in the fire that they 
may be rich, and white raiment that they may 
be clothed. And thus it tends not only toin- 
crease their transgressions, but to prevent their 
deliverance from them; to lead them to perse- 
vere in iniquity, tili, notwithstanding all the 
kindness of Jehovah, their case shall become 


hopeless. 
Justin Epwarps, Cor. Sec. 4. T'. Soc. 
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Temperance tn VERMONT. 


The cause of Temperance has certainly re- 
ceived a new impulse in this state within a few 
months. Its friends are bestirring themselves 
in various paris of the state, more than they 
have done. We hope they will direct their 
efforts specially against the traffic in ardent 
spirits in every shape. The time must come 
and will come ere long, when no maker or 
vender of the drink of drunkards will find him- 
self weleome in reputable society. The time has 
been, when they only partook of a common er- 
ror, and were deserving of no peculiar reproach. 
But that time is passing away. The employ- 
ment is already sinking in the scale of respect- 
ability, and as light is increased and spread, it 
will continue to sink, till those who, for the love 
of money, continue to shut their eyes against the 
light and cling to the traffic, will find them- 
selves dragged down by it, into the regions of 
disgrace in this world, and ‘shame and everlas- 
ting contempt,’ in the world to come. ‘There are 
many among them, who do not yet deserve to 
be, where they certainly will be if they persevere 
much longer. We beg of them to “ escape for 
their lives,” before the love of* filihy luere” 
shall make the lives they now enjey a perpetual 
curse to them.—Vt. Chron. 


A Powerful argument in favor of Temperance.—- 
The Medical Intelligencer states that from a 
Register of the Society of Friends, or Quakers, 
it appears as 7 consequence of their temperance, 
that one-half of those that are born, live to the 
age of forty-seven years, whereas, says Dr. Price, 
that of the general population of London, one 
half live only 23-4 years! Among the Quakers, 
one in ten arrive at 70 years of age; of the 
general population of London, only one indO!— 
Never did a more powerful argument support 
the practice of Temperance, and a virtuous life. 


RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCER. 
NEW-HAVEN, MARCH 3, Is. 
A SABBATH IN GEORGIA PENITENTIARY. 
Letter from the Rev. Wm. Patton, of New York, 


who is now travelling in Georgia, to the editor of the 


Observer. 














Minirpevitrie, Ger. Feb. 13, 1852. 

Messrs. Editors,—Kunowing the deep interest which 
you personally take in the present condition of the 
missionaries confined in the penitentiary at this place, 
and being also aware of the feeling which the public 
have so generally manifested in the whole transaction, 
I shall in the simple order of narrative present you 
with the facts which have met my eye. 

I reached this place on Saturday evening. after a 
fatiguing ride of twenty-four hours. Immediately af 
ter supper, I_ proceeded to present my letters of in- 
troduction to Mr. Mills, the keeper of the Penitentia- 

. He received me with great kindness. I told 
him that I felt a very strong desire to visit the missiou- 
aries, and, if consistent with the rules of the prison, 
to unite with them in religions worship. Le assured 
me, that it gave him pleasure to introduce within the 
walls of the prison, the friends of the missionaries 
who desired to see them. Accordingly, by half past 
eight o’clock on Sabbath morning, I was in the prison 
grasping the hands of these dear brethren. , 
were glad to see me, and were moved to tenderness. 


A Sabbath in Georgia Penitentiary. 
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My heart felt sick to see them clad in the same gar- 
ments which are put on felons. They were dressed 
in coarse white linen pantaloons, a coarse cotton shirt, 
a dark colored woolen round-about or jacket, with 
comfortable shoes and stockings, and all of them bear. 
ing the prison mark. Bat although dressed like the 
other prisoners they had a ditierent countenance.— 
They had no look of conscious guilt. ‘Their eye was 
bright and cheerful. 

Mr. Worcester is engaged im preaching a course of 
sermons upou the moral law. Le invited me to 
preach for him. I declined on the grounds of deviring 
to hear him, and that he was engaged in a course.— 
He very pleasantly replied, that it was probable he 
shonld have time enough to finish that course, before 
he left the prison. 1 engaged to take a part with him 
in the services. At9 o'clock the prisoners were as 
sembled, 57 in all, when he commenced the services 
with the {sth Hyimu Ist Book, S. M. 1 then led in 
prayer. Hle gave ont the Mth psalm Ist part, C. M. 
His text was the sixth poset at as fonnd in Exedas : 
“Thou shalt not kill.’ Seldom have I heard a ser- 
mon with which [ was so much delighted. It was 
plain, discriminating, instructive and practical, He 
showed a mind strong and penetrating. well disciplin- 
ed and richly furnished. He manifested great moral 
courage in his open and plain rebuke of sin. Whilst 
he evinced a spirit of deep devotion, and resolute at- 
tachiwent to the holiness and authority of God's law, 
he mingled the tenderest regard for the souls of the 
prisoners. [ felt that the truth was powerful. I shall 
ever love him for his plain and straight forward exhi- 
bition of the truth, [ felt grateful that these poor 
convicts had such a man to care for their souls.— 
They were very attentive. Having completed his 
sermon he prayed. The service was concluded by 
singing a few well chosen verses of the 5ist Psalm, 2d 
part, L. M. and the benediction. 

At the close of this service. I put inte the hands of 
the keeper, two letters of which | was the bearer, the 
one from a personal friend of Mr. Butler, the ether a 
letter of sympathy to Messrs. Worcéster and Butler, 
signed, principally, by the ministers of the 3d Pres- 
bytery of New York. He soon returned with them 
and gave them to the missionaries. ‘Their contents 
seemed to them like cold water toa thirsty soul. ‘The 
keeper, the missionaries and myself, retired to one of 
the work shops, where we continued until about 12 
o'clock, conversing together abont the kingdom of our 
dear Redeemer. I asked the keeper if it would be 
consistent for us to have a private place, where we 
might pray tégether unobserved by the other prison- 
ers. the said, Yes, certainly: and sent for the keys of 
‘the sleeping room, but the deputy keeper had gone 
to church in the town, and the keys were not then to 
behad. So we continued “ to speak often one to an- 
other,” antil lL o'clock At this hour brother Worces- 
ter.proceeded to his Bible class consisting of 15 or 
20 of the pri-oners. [attended with him, and was 
affected deeply, when [saw him patiently instructing 
these iguorant men. Le takes great pains with them. 
He is very patient and kind, and evidently bas their 
confidence to a bighdegree. At his request I address- 
ed the class on the importance of a knowledge of the 
Bible, and ensemmngell tam to persevere, to continue 
their attendance from Sabbath to Sabbath. Mr. But- 
ler is also mnch employed in promoting the good of 
their souls. It was now two o'clock, and as I had en- 
gaged to preach in the Presbyterian church at 3, I left 
these dear men, with the promise that I would return 
immediately after service. 

My soul had communion with these holy men, and I 
trast with God too. Itwasa happy morning. It fl 
rapidly and sweetly away. It made a deep impres- 
sion upon my mind. As I came to my lodgings, 
whilst crossing the commons, I could not refrain t 
gush of my feelings. I wept, I preyed, I thanked 
God for his grace to his servants, and felt reproved by 
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“ Whereas the Providence of God is evidently calling 
this Society to more efficient and extended operations, 
both in our own country and in foreign lands, and its 
calling these men stubborn, ambitious, seekers of a | only sources of income are the sales of its publications 
great name and the like. As was their master’s so are | at cost, and free donationus;—and whereas a number 
their motives impugned. Yet they may be encourag- | of the Society's Branches and Auxiliaries, and indi- 
ed by the saying of their Lord, “ Blessed are ye when | viduals, have failed to make prompt payment for pub- 
men shall revile you, and persecute you, and shall say | lications ordered, thereby withdrawing an equal a- 
all manner of evil against you falsely, for my sake. | mount of funds from the use of the Parent Society, 
Rejoice and be exceeding glad: for great is your re- | and concentrating upon individuals of its Committee 
ward in heaven.” Like Daniel they can find no ac-| the responsibility of supplying the deficiency by hea- 
cusation against them except it be in the mutter of | vy and perplexing loans on interest;—and whereas 
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ly 





their meek and cheerful Iam | 1 sore 
at heart, it fills me with grief, to hear the professed 
disciples of Jesus, who visit them not in their bonds, 


their religion. | the Committee cannot but regard it as unreasonable 
that such responsibilities should be continually thrown 
}on members of the commitiee who have hitherto giv- 
| en their naines in the Society's exigences ;—and where- 
jas the obtaining of extended credits is also manifestly 
| unfavorable to the efiiciency of Auxiliaries, as they 


About 5 o'clock I again entered the walls of the pri- 
son. The keeper kindly accompanied us to one of 
the sleeping rooms. There, for a fittle season, we 
spoke of our common Saviour, and recognized his 

t to do with usas he pleased. As the sun was 


drawing near to setting (the hour when the prisoners | thereby postpone the raising of means at the time when 
are locked up for the night,) I proposed that each of | the sense of the necessity of procuring Tracts would 


us should pray in succession, before we rose from our | induce the community around them to contribute most 
) epee 


knees. I prayed first, brother Worcester followed, 
then Dr. Butler, and then the keeper. 
it was solemn;—it was good to be there. 
prayer lasted we could not think it was a prison; it 
seemed a holy spot, for it was truly nigh unto the 
throne. The busy thronging world— the devotees of 
pleasure,—the voturies of ambition,—the aspirants for 
fame, and perhaps a wuititude of the profressed peo- 

of God, may see nothing in this little collection for 

yer, in the upper chamber of a prison, with its 

vy grated windows, either of interest or to call 
their hts for a passing moment, but the great 
Head of the church was not uninterested. 

As we were coming out, T turned aside a little to see 
the place where those brethren sleep. It was on the 
floor; five single blankets is all their bed and bedding. 
The iron melted my soul. What had these men done 
to merit ‘his? Bat forbear. IT would rather tell of 
the kindness they experience. Their keeper is truly 
a kind hearted nau, and extends to them every privt- 
lege consistent with the laws of the prison. The 
Missionaries speak of him in terms of undisguised af: 

tion, as kind and christian in his condact towards 

2 and towards all the prisoners. ‘This intelligence 

am sure will be gratifving to their friends; and I 
take great pleasure in communicating it to yor, that 
through you it may vo far and wide. 
like to home, sweet! home is the prison. Dear brethren, 
they have no retired closet to which they may go and 
kneel and pray in secret. Their secret communion 
with God is either when they bend over the work bench 
or while lying upon their hard bed, if bed it may be 
called. But he that walked with the three in the fur- 
nace, can and does walk and commune with these his 
servants. Oh, will not the christians at home, sur- 
rounded with wife, children and friends, remember 
Worcester and Butler at the family altar? Will they 
not think of these men, when alone in the secret 
place? I bade them good night, as they were enter- 
ing their room to be locked up until another sun shall 
rise. [told them [ would be with them on the mor- 
row. Nor will I delay my visit any longer. It is 
pleasant however to remember, that the time is com- 
ing, When there shall be no more prisons on earth, 
when there will be but one prison, but into that the 
holy and ransomed shall not enter. None but the in- 
corrigibly wicked shall be there, and there shut up 
forever ; that peace and happiness may reign, rondo 
all a in all the dominions of God. 

fours, &e. WM. PATTON. 


AMERICAN TRACT SOCIETY. 
PROMPT PAYMENT FOR TRACTS. 
Ata Meeting of the Executive Committee of the 
American Tract Society, New York, February 8, 1832, 


the following preamble and resolutions, after serious 
consideration, were unanimously adopted, viz. 


It was tender. 


While the 


4 i 
Still how an- 


liberally for this object, and thus become involved in 
large and discouraging arrears ;—and whereas this evil 
is uppurently one of growing magnitude: 

“ Therefore, Resolved. That the Branches. Auxilia- 
| ries, and friends of this Society, be requested to con- 
| sider the following terms of payment for publications 
sold, and to give the commitice the aid of their best 
endeavors in effecting their object: viz. 

“ That (afier sufficient time shall have elapsed fer 
communicating these terms ef payment) all Branches, 
Auxiliaries, and individuals, in ordering the Society’s 
publications, be expected to accompany their orders by 
remittances in money ; or when that is impracticable, 
by drafts, or permission to draw for the amount, payay 
ble at a period not exceeding 60 days sight. 


LITERANY AND PROFESSIONAL INSTITUTIONS. 

The number of colleges in the United States, 59: 
theological institutions, 22: medical schools, 18: law 
schools, 5: the number of instructors connected with 
colleges, 400: students in the classical departments of 
the colleges, 4,100: medical students, 1,863: law stu- 
dents at five colleges, 88: theological students at eigh- 
teen institutions, 709: whole number of students at 
colleges and professional schools, 6,770. 

The location of these institutions is as follows: In 
the New I[ngland States, 12: Middle States, 13: 
Southern States, 15+ Western States and Territo- 
ries, 19. So that the advantages of college and pro- 
fessional education are, in local respects, within the 
convenient reach of most of the young men of the 
United States.* 

The proportion of young men in different portions 
of our country, found in these institutions, as follows ; 
In the New England states, one college student for ev- 
ery 1,331 inhabitants: Middle States, one for every 
3.465: Southern States, one for every 7,232: Wes- 
tern States and Territories, one for every 6,060. An 
interesting proportion, then, of the youthful talent in 
onr country, is in a course of preparation for something 
favorable or unfavorable to the interests of religion. 

According to schedules of the American Quarterly 
Register in 1°30, there were 623, out of 3,582, in the 
colleges as distinct from the professional schools— 
leaving 2,899, not professedly pions. We have occa- 
sion for lively grratitude to God, that in the revivals 
of rcligion in the colleges since the commencement of 
the present year, there have been, as near as can be 
ascertained, between 300 and 400 more, apparently 
converted to God. With this pleasant increase, how- 
ever, taking the census of the colleges for 1830 as the 
basis of our estimate, there still remain more than 
2,000 of the young men, of our country in the colle- 
ges, and preparing for stations of influence less or 
greater, and who have not yet, “ known the grace of 
God in truth.”—American Quarterly Register. 





* Some of these estimates were made in 1830. 





Temperance.—The Emigrating Choctaws. 


[For the Religious Intelligencer. ] 
TEMPERANCE. 

Mr. Wuirixe—I am apprehensive that among 
those who consider themselves the real friends of the 
‘Temperance cause, not a few may be found who en- 
tertain very erroneous views on the subject. In proof 
of this remark I propose to allude to some facts which 
are familiar to all, more particularly for the purpose of 
testing the orthodoxy of those whose views on this sub 
ject we venture to call in question. In the first place 
it is a known fact, that many even of the members of 
Temperance Societies, express the opinion that it ought 
to be considered a mere matter of choice with any per- 
son whether or not he give his influence to the cause 
by signing a pledge, without any regard to the right 
or wrong of the question ; and the only argument which 
they would use, is mere persuasion, based upon the 
ground of expediency. Others will say that we ought 
not to expect individuals who have their capital invest- 
ed in the rum business, and who as they say depend 
upon that for the support of their families, immediate- 
ly to relinquish it, as it would be disastrous to their in- 
terests, and perhaps bring distress upon their families. 
Others stay* ** the idea of introducing the subject into 
the church, and making mevi@ts who deal in or drink 
the ‘fatal pcison,’ subjects of discipline, saying teone 
will eause great evil and produce a re-action against 
the cause itself. 

‘That these are substantially the views of some pro- 
fessed friends of the ‘!’emperance canse, I think there 
is toe much reason to believe. In fact, it is but a short 
time since that [ heard sentiments similar to the above 
expressed in a public meeting, and that too from a 
source entitled to great weight. Now, Mr. Editor, I 
wish to ask those persons entertaining the views allu- 
ded too, a few plain questions in reference to this mat- 
ter, and I-wish that they may be answered in the same 
plain manner, for I verily believe that there is some- 
thing wrong which must be set right before we can ex- 
pect that the cause will ultimately triumph. In the 
first place, Christian brother, (for it is to Christians 
that I address myself.) are you not convinced that 
drinking rum is wrong, and that great good is to be ef- 
fected by voluntary associations for the suppression of 
this practice? if you are not, 1 have no more to say, 
but if you are, permit me to ask upon what priueiple 
you act in delaying another moment to come up to this 
work. I pray you examine the great and fandamen- 
tal principles of our holy and blessed gospel. Look 
for a moment at the self-denying example of Christi— 
at the immense evils of intemperance—and at your 
own accountability, and then refuse to act on this great 
subject if you can. 

Again, upon what principle do you act when you 
tell your brother that he ought to give up selling rum 
as soon as he can bring his business to a close, or in 
other words as soon as it suits his convenience. What 
an abominable doctrine! Why do you wish him to 
give it up at all, except that you really believe it to be 
wrong, and are fully convinced that the cause of Christ 
is suffering every day that he continues in the traffic. 
Oh, then, why not pull your brother immediately out 
of this fire, and not suffer him to extinguish every spark 
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of love for the Church in this horrible business, if ey. 
postulation and entreaty can possibly prevent. Why 
tamper any longer on this subject, where such great 
interests are at stake! What has a few dollars to do 
with the immense consequences which are to result 
from the present conflict between the friends and ene. 
mies of this good cause. What if your brother does 
suffer in his temporal concerns ; it will only be a suffer. 
ing which will pave the way for a glorious seat among 
the martyred champions of the cross. Examine then 
I pray you, this part of the subject, and let conscience 
do her appropriate work. 

Again, upon what principle do you fear to have this 
subject brought before the Church? Remember it 
will be brought before the final Judge; and churches 
must answer for their conduct in this matter. Let us 
not fear then, that evil will result from a candid dis. 
cussion of the subject. If it is wrong to permit our 
brethren to continue in this traffic without admonish. 
ing them and holding them answerable in the same 
sense that others are who do wrong, then our silence 
and eztreme delicacy on the subject will not make #t 
right; and if it is right, a candid discussion can do no 
harm, and may result in a more unanimous agreement 
to that effect. But no doubt you think your brother 
who sells rum does wroug, but still you are too much 
under the influence of worldly policy to venture t 
bring ing Matter before the church, lest some valuable 
member should be offended aizd the church be the loser. 
Oh, what absurdity !—fear to do right—fear to purge 
the church from dross lest some good be lost. It ought 
not so to be. Justice to your brother and to the gre 
Head of the Church forbids it. Be diligent then, I b 
seech yon, and let not false feelings of sympathy or de 
icacy, or any thing else save the pure and unadultera- 
ted principles of the Gospel, be your guide in this g 
matter, and may God so direct every benevolent effc 
to push forward the good work that not only the churel 
and our own guilty land but the whole world, may 
speedily be redeemed from the accursed slavery of 
rum, brandy, and gin, and thus the way be prepared 
for the universal diffusion and reception of the glori- 
L. B.S. 


ous gospel of Christ. 


—— 


THE EMIGRATING CHOCTAWS. 


The following statement of facts relating to 
the Choctaws who have migrated during the 
present winter, under the direction of the Uni- 
ted States government, from the state of Mis 
sissippi to Arkansas territory, has been com- 
municated to the New York Observer by 8 
correspondent, in a letter dated Vicksburg, 
Miss., Jan. 23d, 1832. The testimony which it 
bears to the good conduct of the Christian par- 
ty, will be highly gratifying to our readers, as it 
affords a new illustration of the power of the 
Gospel to transform the savage into a human 
and civilized being. 

You are aware that about 5,000 Choctaws 
have this winter emigrated to their new land, 
west of the territory of Arkansas. About 2,000 
were from the South-eastern District. Wheo 
they assembled at the place of rendezvous, ® 
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distressing circumstance occurred; a violent 
storm arose and blew down some trees and 
limbs across the camp, killed two women, 
mothers of large families, and wounded sev- 
eral others. It is said the lamentations for the 
dead, the groans of the wounded, and the 
noise of the storm, presented a most distress- 
ing and horrid scene. Notwithstanding it has 
been often said that the missionaries diffused a 
spirit of insubordination aud unwillingness to 
remove, among the Indians, it was observed 
that most of the Christian party in this district 
were among the emigrants, and I learn from 
two gentleman, who overtook them on their 
journey to Vicksburg, where they took the 
steamboat, about the middle of Dec., that not- 
withstanding they were surrounded by tempta- 
tion, most of them remained firm and unmo- 


ved. ’ 

Before they left their own home, the Christ- 
ian Indians appointed a company of light horse 
to prevent the introduction of whiskey into the 
cap, which they accomplished with difficulty. 
It was brought to the camp by white men.— 
Some of this company were members of the 
Rev. Mr. Wright’s church, who is on his way 
to the new country, for like the good shep- 
herd, he will not forsake his little flock of red 


men. 

When the Sabbath came, the Christian Indi- 
ans refused to work, saying, “I: is the Suab- 
bath.” The white man appointed to oversee 
the work, who was also a professor of religion, 
told them they should lose their wages if they 
Hid not work. ‘They replied, “ We are willing 
to lose our money, but are not willing to work 
on the Lord’s day ;” and they thus not ouly ab- 
stained from labor themselves, but by their ex- 
ample and influence, induced others to abstain. 

thim who thinks the Indians incapable of 
moral improvement, treasure up this fact. 

It may be interesting here to narrate another 
fact which occurred before the Indians left their 
former homes. A member of the church had 
been to the factory to receive his annuity, and 
on his return was unexpectedly detained by a 
heavy rain which swelled the rivers on each 
side of him and rendered them impassable.— 
He ate nothing on Sunday. On the Sabbath 
he might have escaped, but believing it would 
be a violation of the Sabbath, he sat down in 
the woods, and spent the Sabbath there, and 
he said “It was a happy day to me.” What- 
ever opinion may be formed as to the propriety 
or impropriety of his conduct under such cir- 
cumstances, it is a fine illustration of the con- 
scientiousness of a Christian Indian. 

Whilst the Choctaws were encampted at the 
commencement of their journey, a gentleman 
who visited them one Monday morning, found 
many of them assembled ina separate tent and 
engaged in singing and prayer. They remark- 
ed that the day before, the rations were given 
out, and that this occupied most of the day, so 
that they were prevented from holding a meet- 
ing. 

Whilst the Indians were encamped at this 
place, some of them who had received instruc- 
tion at the mission schools wrote letters back 
to their friends. A chief who had always op- 
posed schools was surprised at their facility in 
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writing, and would come and sit by them, and 
ask them to read what they had written. He 
then acknowledged his error, and wished_to en- 
gage for a year one of those who could write 
to teach his people. 

The captain of the steamboat who conveyed 
a party of 200 up the Washita river, bears tes- 
timony to their Christian conduct. He said 
“I never saw people more devout. They had 
morning and evening worship on board the 
boat.” 

The conduct of the Christian Indians when 
encamped presented a striking contrast to the 
conduct of those who had not embraced the 
Gospel—who were seen drunk and fighting in 
their tents, and about the streets of the villa- 
ges through which they passed. A pious gen- 
tleman who frequently visited the Indians 
whilst eneamped near Vicksburg, states that 
he was truly delighted and astonished at the 


aifevence, He heard the Christian Indians at 


| their morning and ‘evening worship, and wit- 
nessed the order and neatness of their camp. 


. ‘ wvnd: ses i- 
It is matter for serious regret that the confi 


dence of the Indians should be so mucs! Weak 
ened in the General Government. The feeling 
is general, I may say universal, that they will 
retain their new lands only until they are want- 
ed by the whites. ‘This feeling, if acted upon 
will retard more than any thing else their im- 
provement. They seem to be under the im- 
pression that they will not keep their new lands 
twenty winters. And indeed had they compli- 
ed with the wishes and solicitations of some, 
they would have parted with a portion of them 
before the expiration of one winter. Perhaps 
it is not generally known that an offer has been 
made to obtain a part of their country for the 
Chickasaws. Even while they were on their 
way to Vicksburg, a messenger was despateh- 
ed to the head men, requesting them to meet 
Generals Eaton and Coffee to treat for a cess- 
ion of land for the Chickasaws! But this 
overture was received with great indignation. 
One of the head men said, * Perhaps it would 
have heen as well to let us set fool on our new 
land before they asked for it!” 

There has doubtless been a great amount of 
suffering among the emigrants from the ex- 
treme severity of the weather, they being as 
usual but thinly clad; and before they reached 
their destination they probably suffered from 
scarcity of provisions. A party attempted to 
| go through o land with their horses and oxen, 
|but were surrounded by water in the Missis- 
lsippi swamps, and would have perished had 
they not been received by 9 steamboat. More 
than 100 horses perished. and some of the In- 
dians, but how many isnot known. The scene 
was most frightful. Many of the horses were 
seen standing up in the mud, dead. They had 
been six days without food when they were ta- 
ken into the steamboat Talma, Capt. Shirly, 
who deserves the thanks of the friends of hu- 
manity for his exertions to save them, 

How strongly does the situation of the chris- 
tian party commend itself to the Christian who 
knows what temptations mean. The Christian 
party area little flock without a shepherd— 
having no place of worship and surrounded 
with their drunken and pagan neighbors—with 
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whom they are compelled to mingle, and who 
are constantly employing every means to grieve 
and irritate them, ‘Let us hope and pray that 
the present movement may be overruled by a 
gracious Providence as the means of spreading 
the Guspel among the surrounding tribes. 

NEW YORK AXP BROOKLYN AUXILIARY FOREIGN MISs- 

SIONARY SOCIETY. 

On Wednesday evening the fifth annual meeting 
of the New York and Brooklyn Foreign Missionary 
Society, Anxiliary to the American Board was held in 
Masonic Hall. 'I'ke meeting was opened with prayer 
by the Rev. Dr. Dewitt. The report of the Treasur- 
er was then read by Mr. W. W. Chester, and that of 
the Executive Committee, by Dr. E. Wheeler, Esq. 
From the report of the Treasurer, it appears that the 
receipts for the past year were $13,724, of which 
sum there were contributed, 


By the Brick church Association, 
Bowery do. 
Laight st. do. 
Cedar st. do. }228 38 
Bleeker st. do. 799 57 
Allen st. aes, 5A7 96 
Murray st. do. 4233 17 
South Dutch do. 411 16 
Uniou Presb. do. (Spring st.) 392 00 


$2761 08 
2223 51 


1575 86 


The report of the Exeentive Committee was chiefly 
occupied with a brief historical view of the operations 
of the American Board during the twenty years which 
have elapsed since its formation. In conclusion, the 
following notice was taken of the death of Mr. Evarts, 
and the Rev. Dr. Cornelius. 


In concluding the fifth annual report, the ex- 
ecutive committee would do injustice to their 


own feelings and the feclings of this society, 
should they pass over in silence those visitations 
of God whieh have removed from the earth 
during the past year some of the most active 


friends of the missionary cause. And from a- 
mong this number they would select one name 
whose memory is dear to this society, for five 
years since he did much towards the formation 
of the Auxittany Foreson Misstonary Soct- 
ety of New Yorx and Brooxiyn. The mem- 
ory of such aman as Jeremian Evarts must 
remain deeply engraven on the heart of every 
benevolent individual, who has studied careful- 
ly the history of missionary efforts in this eoun- 
try for the last twenty two years. For amelior- 
ating the condition of man and spreading the 
light of revelation, he concentrated all the ef- 
forts of his whole consenting soul. He ac- 
knowledged the practical idea which heembodi- 
ed in language that “this world, especially at 
the present time, affords as encouraging a place 
for doing good as the sublimest imagination can 
create, or the most benevolent heart desire.” 
He looked upon life as continuous, and his faith, 
in all its beauty and energy, had an influence 
upon his conduct, which evinced a belief that 
the truths he cherished were those which took 
hold upon heaven, and with such views he look- 
ed out upon the world lying in wickedness, and 
in upon the word of God, and saw at once that 
to be a christian was to conscerate all his influ- 
ence to the service of Christ. He labored from 
a love to the cause of God. He seized upon 
the benevolent and holy exhibitions of his heav- 
enly Father, and determined so far forth as he 
should be able, through the aid of his Spirit, to 


bring back his soul to the image of its Creator, 
Such is the example one of the founders of this 
society has left us; a monument which will en. 
dure longer than brass, and upon which there 
is indelibly engraven an inscription which eye. 
ry christian should read, and learn from it the 
practical lesson “ go and do likewise.” At the 
close of such a man’s labor a christian may 
weep, but not despair, 

When the American Board learned that their 
valuable Corresponding Secretary was remov. 
ed from his responsible situation and left his last 
advice—-“ Live near to God. Be bold in his ser. 
viee.—It is the only thing worth being bold in? 
They sought counsel of God for direction, in 
the hour of trial, to a suecessor, and they were 
enabled to find one man who possessed the 
confidence and love of the American chur. 
ches and who had shown a remarkable devoted. 
ness to the cause—for he early had been a mis. 

sionary, and in bis after life gathered by expe. 
| rience the knowledge which would eminently 
qualify him for that situation, 

Such was the Rev. Elias Cornelius, who had 
just entered upon the new field of his labor with 
jan ardor which seemingly could know no abate 
Jment, when God in his all-comprehending 
| wisdens saw fit to take him alsoto himself. But 
leven now we will fear no evil, for the causeof 
lmissions isthe enuse of God. Lot us rather he 
|} admonished to do our work speedily, never for- 
getting that God is the disposer of all events, 
and the only surety for the accomplishment of 
the great purposes of the mission of his Son our 
Lord and Master. 

In the course of the evening, cards were circulated 
and subseriptions received to the amount of $4150, 
which, we believe, is about double the sum receive 
on the same occasion last year. While the cards w 
circulated, appropriate remarks were made by 
Rev. Mr. Rice. ‘The meeting was closed with the be 
ediction by the Rev. Dr. McMurray. 

N.Y. Observer of Feb. 13th. 





Murtvar Assisraxce.—There is in Albany a Socie 
ty, in the nature of a mutual insurance, for the relief 
of the sick. Each member pays one cent a day, and 
when sick draws four dollars a week. In_ two years, 
besides the relief afforded, the society have accumula 
ted $700. 

Tewrerance Surp.—It can do no harm (says the 
Salem Gazette) to mention that not a drop of ardent 
spirits was drunk on board the ship Rome, from the 
day of her departure to her return. Plenty of hot 
coffee and chocolate supplied its place in’cold weather, 
and the Yankee switchell preserved the health of the 
men in Calcutta, while half the ram drinking crews 
there, were in the hospital. 


Sereap or Inteciicexce w France.—Of the rap 
id spread of intelligence in France, some idea may be 
derived from a statistical table for the department 6 
Seine, which has been published, and in which it 8 
stated, that toward the close of the fourteenth century 
there were no more than sixty teachers in Paris : forty 
for boys, and twenty for girls; and that it is not more 
than forty years ago, that the number of persons 10 
all France who were able to read was not estimated at 
more than 7,000,000. At the present day it is —— 
ted that there are upward of 16,000,000. In 1770, four 
reading rooms were sufficient for the wants of the 
whole capital. Now there are about 1000.—E. Pos. 
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REVIVALS. 
[From the Connecticut Observer. } 
REVIVAL IN VERNON, CONN. 


There are connected with the church at the 
present tine, 239 members—70 of whom have 
been added since the commencement of 1831— 
a revival which owed its origin, under God, to 
a letter from a member of Miss Beeclier’s school, 
(who had recently indulged hope) to a female 
friend in this place.—The work, thus silently 
and unexpectedly commenced, gradually spread 
from house to house, and from heart to heart, 
till in the course of a few months, about sixty 
were indulging hope. 

Most of the subjects were voung people, be- 
tween 17 and 25 years of age, a few were older 
—occupying the responsible station of parents, 
Convictions, during this revival, were general- 
ly deep, and conversions clear and sati=factory. 
[tis a fact worthy of record, perhaps, that not 
ene, so far as is known, who indulged a hope, 
during that season of God’s merciful visitation, 
has given up his hope aud gone back to the 
world. 

The influence of that revival, on the coniihil- 
nity at large, Was peculiarly happy. It left on 
the face of society the aspect of general serivus- 
ness; and on the minds of many who were not 
subjects of it an abiding impression of the re- 
ality and importance of persoual religion. 

It raised, moroever, the standard of piety in 
the church ; and proportionably the standard of 
active benevolence.—As evidence of this, it 





ught perbaps to be stated, that in the course of 


last year, the sum of $695 52 were raised, 

aid of the various benevolent objects of the 
ay. $256 of this sum was in aid of the cause 
of Foreign Missions ; about one half of which 
as the result of an extra effort, designed as a 
neral expression of gratitude to God for the 
cent bestowing of spiritual blessings. Refer- 
ence here is had to a protracted meeting, held 
in the early part of September last, and which 
was followed with the most interesting results. 
As accounts of protracted meetings have been 
so often published, no other discription of this 
need be given, than that it was, in all respects, 
the most interesting and efficient meeting of 
the kind, that has been held in this region. It 
was in anticipation for several successive 
months—many efforts were put forth, and ma- 
ny prayers offered, preparatory to its enjoy- 
ment—and when the time arrived for its servi- 
ces to commence, the people of God with rais- 
ed expectations, looked for a blessing, and they 
were not disappointed. Many, during the meet- 
ing were pricked in their hearts and numbers 
hopefully converted before its close. The ex- 
act number born into the kingdom, through the 
influence of that meeting, it has never been 
thought possible definitely to state. It may be 
safe, however, to say that (including several 
who were present from other places,) the num- 
ber could not have been much short of a hun- 
dred, About thirty of them were heads of fam- 
ilies, and a larger proportion of these males, 
Many family altars have, in consequence, been 
erected.—The subjects are of all ages, from 
12 or 14, to 65; and many of them are persons, 
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whose standing and influence are such, as to 
encourage the expectation that they will in- 
crease materially the efficacy of the chureh, and 
do much for the advancement of Zion's inter- 
ests. None of these recent subjects have as 
yet made a publie profession of religion—and 
that mainly because a longer delay bas been 
usually practised in this place, than in some 
others. Between 20 and 30, however, have 
been examined, preparatory to such a step, and 
will probably be received to the church at her 
hext communion. 

Though God has been passing before this 
people, in expressions of such marked regard, 
there is at the present time, great occasion for 
lamentation and sorrow. Religion has declined 
—the love of many is waxing cokl; and the de- 
sire is earnestly expressed that the churches, 
especially in this viemity, woukl remember this 
heritage of the Lord, and pray God again to 
pour out bis spirit and revive his work. 

DAVID L. HUNN, 

Vernon, Feb. 16, 1831. 

HENNIKER, N. H. 

Extracts of a letter from the Rev, Jacols 
Scales to the Editor of the N. H, Observer, 

Since the opening of the spring of 1827 there 
has been at all times one Or more, who appear- 
ed enquiring the way of Zion, and for two or 
three years, there have been additions (9 the 
church every three months.—Last April sever- 
al were awakened. Ju May and June the num- 
ber increased, and the church began to inquire 
whether they were doing their duty. The Sab- 
bath School presented quite a number of in- 
stances of special seriousness, Many were de- 
sirous of a protracted meeting. In June the 
church voted to request the neighboring minis- 
ters to attend 9 meeting coonnencing on the 9th 
of August, Some of the people were very anx- 
ious to have it earlier, but the event has shown, 
that the interval was none too long to prepare 
the way of the Lord ;—and we know of no cir- 
cumstance which has been a greater blessing to 
the individual members of the church, than the 
long anticipation of that meeting. Stated pray- 
er meetings were held at sunrise, which inereas- 
ed in numbers and interest for several months. 
As the time drew near several were found giv- 
ing evidence of being born of the Spirit; and 
some were fearful, that the pressure of worldly 
business would fillthe minds of the people, and 
in many instances keep them from the sanetua- 
ry. Burthe descending rain stopt the business 
of the field, and thus led many to the bouse of 
God. And the Spirit came upon them. 

Our fears were excited by the entire failure 
of about half the ministers invited, and the ne- 
cessity of commencing with searcely sufficient 
help to sustain the labors of the day. But the 
more we felt our dependence the more we were 
profited. The meeting was continued till noon 
of the 4th day. The following Sabbath was 
one of peculiar solemnity. Many, who had at- 
tended the protracted meeting as mere specta- 
tors, came on the Sabbath, and found such evi- 
dence of the presence of God, that they were 
cut to the heart, and were ready to cry, “ what 
shall I do to be saved?” The bare annuncia- 
tion of the text—“ Surely the Lord is in this 
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place,” suuk to the heart of some. At the in- 
quiry meeting the next Tuesday about 80 were 
present. 

Here again we were maile to feel our depend- 
ence on God. For three suecessive weeks the 
ministers engaged to attend were providential- 
ly detained,—and the pastor lefi to feel his abso- 
lute insufficiency even to converse particular- 
ly with each individual, Our inquiry meetings 
have generally continued about two hours. 
Such has been the season of mercy in the re- 
gion round us, that no aid could be expected 
rom neighboring ministers, except by exchange 
of labors. 

The work has progressed in a very silent, 
thoughtful manner. Sinners have thought of 
their ways, and turned their feet unto the testi- 
monies of ‘the Lord. 

Very little open and violent opposition has 
been manifested. Our meetings have been 
greatly multiplied. For four months, till my 
health failed, I attended from six to twelve 
meetings each week, and several others were 
conducted by the brethren. The sermons du- 
ting the summer were more frequently than 
‘usual on doctrinal subjects. In the autumn 
public meetings were held at the meeting house 
and our articles of faith expounded and defen- 
ded. Another meeting held somewhat fre- 
quently, was a lecture for those exclusively who 
indulged a hope of an interest in Christ. Most 
of those who have been examined for the 
church have enjoyed all these means of instruc- 
tion three months or more after they cherished 
a hope of being born of the Spirit. 

In November, 48 by profession and 4 by let- 
ter were received into the church, Sixteen are 
now propounded for the church, who if they 
are received next Lord’s day will make the 
whole church nearly double what it was in Au- 
gust, and the number of male members more 
than double. The church has adopted the prin- 
ciple of entire abstinence from ardent spirit as 
a drink, and a resolution to discourage the use 
of it by others. None are received on any oth- 
er principle, and we wish not to receive, even 
to occasional communion, any, who make, sell, 
or drink, ardent ape We have no hope, that 
any such will edify the church; and we think 
the time has come for every church to manifest 
themselves on the Lord’s side in this and other 
things. We have seen that “rum-drinking 
Christians” are of no use in the church, and 
that temperate drinkers have no prospect of be- 
coming real Christians. 


In Bern, Albany Co. N. Y.— The Rev. A. H. 
Myers in a letter to the Editors of the New- 
York Observer, dated Bern, Albany Co. N. Y. 
Feb. 9th 1832, says: “I was installed as pastor 
over this church (Beaverdam) in November last. 
At that time there were some indications that 
the Lord was about to visit this people with a 
refreshing from on high. Some of the consis- 
tory, and some of the private members began to 
feel an anxiety for the conversion of sinners. 
They mourned over their own past lukewarm- 
ness and over that of their brethren in the 
church. The consistory appointed two protrac- 
ted meetings, one in the west church, and the 
other in the east, for we have two houses of 


Revivals. 





(Marcu, 
worship. The meeting in the west church com. 
menced the 29th of November, and continued 

days. During this meeting there were 50 or 
60 who expressed an anxiety for the salvation of 
their souls, some of whom found peace and joy 
in believing. This meeting was blessed in arous. 
ing slumbering christians from their lukewarm 
state. They began to realize that sinners were 
in danger, and that there is no true peace to 
those who are out of Christ. Indeed, what friend 
of the cause of Christ could see persons of aij 
ages, from the child of 7 years old to the 
headed sinner, inquiring what they should do 
to be saved, without feeling that it was time to 
come up tothe help ofthe Lord against the 
mighty ? 

Our second protracted meeting commenced 
December 13th, in the east church and conting. 
ed 5 days. The Lord poured out a spirit of 
payer and supplication upon his people. Like 
the patriarch Jacob, they wrestled with God ip 
prayer and were unwilling to let him go without 
a blessing. Never before have | witnessed such 
ardent and importanate pleading at the throne 
of grace as I did during that meeting. And b, 
who has never said to the seed of Jacob, ‘ seek 
ye my face in vain,’ manifested himself in our 
midst to be indeed a prayer-hearing and a 
prayer-answering God. ‘The Holy Spirit car- 
ried home the truth to the hearts and ‘conscien- 
es of many sinners. The work of God proved 
quick and powerful, sharper than a two edged 
sword, in piercing the hearts of the king’s ene- 
mies. Sinners began to tremble, and anxiously 
inquired what they should do to be saved, 
Some who were opposed to protracted meeting 
and who came to laugh and mock at the p 
ceedings, began to weep in view of thei 
guilty, lost, and undone condition in the sight of 
a holy and just God. 

Ou the last day of the meeting about 
came forward and took the seat pointed out 
those who had lately obtained a hope, whi 
about one hundred and forty took the seat ab 
lotted to those who were anxious for their 
souls. Then christians prayed for the conver- 
ting influence of the Holy Spirit. And so deep 
was the distress of some of thg anxious that 
they could not prevent their groans and sigh 
from being heard through the church. While 
the petitions of the church in their bebalf were 
ascending to the throne of the Eternal, his bles 
sed spirit brought many to submit to Jesus 
Christ and make an unreserveed surrender of 
themselves to him. It was to many the timeof 
their espousal to the Saviour, a season which 
they will remember with joy and gratitude 
during the ages of eternity. 

Many who were convicted at that time have 
since obtained a hope of an interest in the Lord 
Jesus Christ. But some have turned back again 
to the beggarly elements of this world. Like 
Felix, they trembled, and like him they said t 
the Holy Spirit, “ go thy way for this time.” 

Last Sabbath was our communion, when we 


received 84 inembers. There are probably 30 
or 40 more in the congregation indulging a hope 
who have not yet made a public profession.— 
In view of what God has done for us we would 
say with the Psalmist, “what shall we render 
unto the Lord for all his benefits towards us‘ 
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From a Missionary. 


REVIVAL OF RELIGION IN GALLATIN TENNESSEE. 


Since { last wrote, a most heart-stirring and | 
very powerful revival hay shed its light on these | 
regions, andin this neighborhood. Some two 
hundred in all have professed faith in the Re- 
deemer. The two Sunday-schools in which I 


Means of Revivals. 
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hend may commonly be found to attend every 
revival. First, special measures are used to 
bring people to a state of attention. In this: 
case the miraculous gift of tongues was used. 
It is manifest that as our congregations are now 
and as the stete of religion is in the churches, 
something is always needed for this purpose 
which is out of the usual course. Formerly, 


officiate have shared largely. We have not yet | setting up evening meetings, then increasing 
ascertained how many, probably thirty scholars | their number, pastoral visitation, public fasting 


and teachers. After the annual meeting in| 
December, 1 will make a more detailed report, 
founded on facts as ascertained. Not a solitary 
oung lady is left in town to grace the dance. 


ew besides the young have been subjects of | 


Another characteristic ‘3, 


«hout ex- ep- 


this work of grace. 
that the intelligent alone, almost w 
tion, are embraced in the revive), Hervin I find 
great recompense of rewar’) for ine wifling ex- 
ertions which lam aking to enlighten the 
minds of my fellow ginners,---S. S. Jour. 


Jamaica: —By the London Miscellany of No- 
vember, we jearn that the reformation among 
the Siacks in different places, on this Island, 
still progre-ses. Atone place, in August last 
9 were added by baptisin in the sea, at one 
morning ; and 156 received the right hand of 
fellowship the same day—60 having been bap- 
tized a fortnight previous. Ninety were bapti- 
zed the 12th June, at Old Harbour, and LLL the 
subsequent Sabbath, and, 20, 40, and 17 at other 
places, at different times, The receptions of 
truth by the poor Africans is truly wonderful, 
and their devotion is calculated to put to shame 

ore intelligent whites. The immersion of 

one day among us is a matter of much con- 
gratulation ; but 50 and 100 at one time in Ja- 
maica has not been at all uncommon—wV. Y, 
Bap. Reg. 


MEANS OF REVIVALS. 


The whole doctrine of means in revivals 
turns on the simple question, whether God in 
dispensing the blessings of his Spirit, follows 
the laws of mental action. If he does, the 
means are to be used which are themselves 
adapted to produce the effect, and which have 
a tendency to the effect. It would be well if the 
revivals and conversions which took place at the 
first foundation of christianity were more thor- 
oughly studied. There we shall find that the 
first preachers were very far from confining 
themselves to a certain established routine of 
proceedings, preaching at every meeting o reg- 
ular built sermon of so many minutes, and then 
dismissing the people to think of the subject, 
and come again. On the contrary, they con- 
tinually varied their mode of access to the 
minds of men, according to their character and 
state of mind, and the circumstances under 
which they found them. 

In the day of pentecost, the apostles had no 
experience of themselves or others, to guide 
them in their measures. Accordingly we find 
them wholly guided by the Holy Spirit. God 
hinself arranged the circumstances of the meet- 
ing, and then taught the preachers how to 
preach, and in what way to bring their efforts 
toa result. If we look at the meeting, we ob- 
serve three prominent points, which we appre- 


and prayer, visiting by church :nembers, elders, 
or committees, calling in Mr. Nettleton, or 
some other Fevizai preacher, holding a confer- 
ence ©f ils churches, and the like, have been 
“uccessfully tried. Recently we have had pro- 
‘tracted meetings. Now there is no charm in 
‘any of these things. ‘Their utility grows out of 
i their adaptedness to call up the public attention, 
‘to arouse men’s minds, to open their ears, and 
} wake them up to think on the concerns of their 
souls, 
Secondly, in the pentecost revival, as soon 
)as the people had come together, some to see 
jand someto mock, but they were all there, and 
\their minds quiekened by the scene, then the 
japostles improved the moment in plain and 
jearnest preaching of the gospel. The matter 
lof their sermon was simply the state of sinners 
| as children of wrath, and what they must do to 
| be saved. 

Thirdly, they brought their hearers to a pres- 
jent decision on the great subject. The same 
day, on the spot, they were awakened, inquir- 
led, and were told what they must do, and 
} were led to express on the spot that they had 
jdene it. And itis highly probable that on that 
joccusion nearly the whole assembly actually 


became christians. 

Apply the test of these three principles to all 
revival measures. Ist. Are they fitted to ex- 
cite public attention? 2d, Is the gospel preach- 
od plainly and earnestly, as a subject for imme- 
diate action? 3d. Are the hearers brought con- 
sciously to make a decision on the spot, wheth- 
er they will obey the truth or not? With these 
rules, meusures are not to be condemned be- 
cause they are old, provided they are effectual ; 
nor because they are new, provided they are 
not inconsistent with the end. Neither is it at 
allcertain, that measures which have once been 
effective will of course be so a second time, on 
the same spot. Better vary the course, so as 
to secure attention. Evangelist. 





OBLTUAR Y. 


samen —_—__—— 

DIED—In this city on the 27th ult. Maj. Jeremiah 
M. Atwater, aged 60; on the 20th alt. a son of Mr. 
Merrit Parker, aged 7 years; on the 24th, a child of 
Mr. J. O. Parmele, aged 2 years. 

In Derby on the 23d ult. Mrs. Jane Canfield, wife 
of Mr. Benjamin Canfield, aged 19. ; 

In Hamden on the 7th ult. Elizabeth Benham, wife 
of Dr. Joseph Benham, aged 80. 

In Eugene, Indiana, on the 6th of Feb. 1831, Mr. 
Erastus Wheeler, son of Deacon Adin Wheeler of 
Southbury, Conn. = 44. 

At Wooburn, on Wednesday the 15th ult. Mr. Jer- 
emiah Mead, aged 19, a member of the Junior class in 
Yale College. 

At Berlin, on the 7th ult. Mrs. Eloiza Durand, wife 
of Mr. Samuel Durand, 39 years; on the 20th 
ult. Mrs. Mercy H. Tuttle, wife of Mr. Jarvis Tuttle. 
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POETRY. 


[For the Religious Intelligencer.) 
“(Go THY WAY FOR THIS TIME; WHEN I HAVE A CON- 
VENIENT SEASON, 1 WILL CALL FOR THEE.” 
Avove he sat, and wept. That very night 
The ambassador of God, with earnest zeal 
Of eloquence had warn'd him to repent, 
And like the Roman at Drusilla’s side, 
Hearing thetruth he trembled. Conscience wrought, 
Yet sin allur’d. The struggle shook him sore. 
The dim lamp wan’d—the od of midnight toll’d; 
Prayer sought for entrance, but the heart had clos’d 
Its diamond valve. He threw him on his couch, 
And Bans THe Sriritr or nis Gop DEPART. 
——But there was war within him, and he sigh’d— 
*‘ Depart not utterly. thou Blessed One! 
Return when youth is past, and make my soul 
Forever thine.” 
—With kindling brow he trod 
The haunts of pleasure, while the viol’s voice, 
And Beauty’s smile, his joyous pnises woke. 
To Love he knelt, and on his brow she hung 
Her freshest myrtle-wreath.—F or gold he sought, 
And winged Wealth indulg’d him, till the world 
Pronounc’d him happy. Manhood’s vigorous prime 
Swell’d to its climax, and his busy days 
And restless nights swept like a tide away. 
Care struck deep root around him, and each shoot 
Still striking earthward, like the Indian tree 
Shut out with woven shades the eye of Heaven, 
When lo! a message from the Crucified— 
* Look unto me, and live.” Pausing, he spake 
Of weariness and haste, and want of time, 
And duty to his children, and besonght 
A longer space to do the work of heaven. 
——God spake again, when Age had shed its snows 
On his wan temples, and the palsied hand 
Shrank from gold-gsthering. But the rigid chain 
Of Habit bound him, and he still implor’d 
A MORE CONVENIENT SEASON. 
“See, my step 
Is firm and free—my unquench’d eye delights 
To view this pleasant world, and life with me 
May last for many years. In the calm hour 
Of lingering sickness, f can better fit 
For vast Eternity.” 
—— Disease approach’d, 
And Reason fied. The maniac strove with Death, 
And grappled like a fiend, with shrieks and cries, 
Till darkness smote his eye-balls, and thick ice 
Clos'd in around his heart-strings. The poor clay 
Lay vanquish’d and distorted. But the soul— 
THE SOUL, WHOSE PROMIS’D SEASON NEVER CAME 
To hearken to its Maker’s call, had gone 
To weigh His sufferance with its own abuse, 
And bide the audit. 


Harrrorp Fes. 1832. 
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THE STATE OF MY OWN SOUL. 


When I had a father or mother, I would have trus- 
ted them, to defend or deliver me from any evil, from 





»ower to defend or deliver me. 
now trust to my loving wife. 


which it was in their 
In the same manner 


Why then should I be suspicions of God, in whose 
hands I am? Why should I doubt of his dear love 
and tender mercy towards me, or call in question his 
gvod-will to preserve, or deliver me from any afflicti 
that would be too hard for me to bear, or to sustain, 
and comfort me under any suffering, which he sees 
fit to inflict npon me ! 

If, when I was more careless and forgetful of God, 
and when I ventured upon breaches with him, he was 
pleased to convince me of my sin, and to rouse me ap 
to a greater care, and to make mie more earnest for 
pardon, and for healing, and for all needful grace, and 
more thoroughly esabted to follow hit throughout; 
surely he will not refuse me in my addresses for more 
grace, and a more confirmed state of holiness. If } 
follow on to know the Lord, I shall know him and eee 
lis salvation. 

Though death and judgment be of dreadful consid- 
eration: thongh God be holy and just, and I be vile, 
and guilty, 2nd worthy of eternal perdition ; yet why 
should [ doubt of mercy and forgiveness, and of sap- 
port and comfort in the darkness of death, and of jas- 
es “he day of judgment, frem a merciful and 
faithful Gea . ‘gh a powerful Redeemer and Advo- 
cate; seelug «s an -:>:5le and penitent believer, I he 
at his feet, and cast myself into his arms, and wait on 
his grace, and am resolved to keep his ways, and never 
to return to folly. 

I more desire to be sincere, than to know that I am 
so. The comfort and delight of being and doing good 
I set not so much by, as the very being and doing good. 
To love God and be conformable to him, is that whieh 
I most of all desire should be in me. 

I will trust God in his ways. I will strive against 
an over-timorons solicitnde alfont my own salvation, 
and will submit myself to God, who is. the infinite 
goodness and love, and I will lie dawn and take my re- 


: pose therein.—Rer. John Corbet. 


In taking revenge, a man is but even with: his ene- 
my; but in passing it over, he is superior. 
“ valities and powers, he 


And having spoiled — 
'y, triumphing over them 


made a show of them open 

in it.” 

Mr. Venn in his last illness, exhibited at times, io 
the midst of extreme feebleness of body, signs of great 
joy and gladness. Some of his friends, who visited 
him in his declining state, endeavored to e 
his mind, by bringing to his recollection his useful f 
bors in the Lord's vineyard. While one of them was 
enlarging in the same strain, the dying saint, raised 
from a state of oppressive lamguor, deeply sensi- 
ble of his own insufficiency, with great animation ex 
clainsed, ‘‘ Miserable comforters are ye all—I have bad 
many to visit me, who have endeavored te comfort me 
by telling me what I have done. ‘ He hath spoiled 
principalities and powers—He hath made a show of 
them openly, triamphing over them in his cross.’ This, 
sir, is the source of all my consolation, and pot any 
thing I have done.” 


A Christian gentleman, when blamed by bis com- 
mercial partner for doing so much for the cause of 
God made this reply, Your fox hounds cost more 
in one year than my religion costs in two.” 
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